Bureau of Substance
Addiction Services

Fentanyl Test Strips (FTS) in Massachusetts
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Where can | order FTS?

e Massachusetts DPH has a no-cost pathway to ordering FTS through the
Massachusetts Health Promotion Clearinghouse (the Clearinghouse). The link
to order FTS is:

o https://massclearinghouse.ehs.state.ma.us/PROG-BSAS-
YTH/SA5844 . html

o Each orderincludes exactly one box of 100 individually wrapped FTS.

o Thisresource is available contingent on ongoing federal and state
funding.

e There are a variety of manufacturers and online retailers that sell FTS and other
test strips. If you choose to purchase FTS from these sources, spend some time
getting familiar with the specifications of those strips and instructions for use.

How do I use the FTS?
e The Clearinghouse also offers an informational wallet card that provides clear

instructions on FTS use. These wallet cards must be ordered separately from
the FTS. The wallet cards can be ordered in units of 100, up to 500 per order.
o Linkto order: https://massclearinghouse.ehs.state.ma.us/PROG-BSAS-
HARM/SA3595kit.html
o The DPH-approved wallet card contents were developed by local
experts and represent current best practice and application.
o Please always defer to the instructions on the DPH-approved wallet card
rather than any instructions that may be on the FTS packaging.
o The wallet card is double-sided with English language instructions on
one side, and Spanish language instructions on the other.
e Research suggests that FTS are often used or interpreted incorrectly. It is
important that everyone who uses FTS is trained in how to use them, reads the
DPH-approved instructions thoroughly, and double-checks the results of the

strip for clarity.
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o Forexample, read research on the challenges of FTS use here:
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/dar.70049
e Lot numbers are included on the FTS boxes and the strips themselves. As part

of your distribution and programming, please record lot numbers in the event
of a manufacturer recall and/or the product not working as described. Please
report any faulty lot numbers both to DPH and directly to the vendor that you
sourced your FTS from.

o Please use this form for reporting issues with test strips to DPH.

Is FTS distribution supported by the federal and/or state government?

e Including FTS as a harm reduction strategy was recommended by the MA

Harm Reduction Commission in 2019:
o https://www.mass.gov/lists/harm-reduction-commission-report

e The federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)
approved federal grantees to use funds for the purchase of FTS in April of
2021.

o More information from SAMHSA is available here:
https://www.samhsa.gov/substance-use/treatment/overdose-
prevention/fentanyl-xylazine-test-strips

e The provision of drug testing services, including test strips, are protected
pursuant to MGL Section 34AY2 of Chapter 94C, as amended by Chapter 285
of the Acts of 2024.

o https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/Partl/TitleXV/Chapter?4C/
Section34A1~2)

o Find frequently asked questions about the law here:
https://chlpi.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/02/TestStripsFAQ Final 1.19.26-1.pdf

Are FTS FDA approved and/or CLIA waived?

e The CLIA process is for testing human specimens for health assessments.
While there are FTS designed for use in urine that are FDA approved and CLIA
waived, FTS as used in public health for fentanyl detection are not testing
human specimens.

e FTS are neither FDA approved nor CLIA waivered for the detection of fentanyl
in illicit substances by testing a sample of product diluted with water.

e CLIAis a process on top of an FDA approved device--it signifies that the test is
simple to administer and has low risk for erroneous results. Only FDA confers
the CLIA waived status.

e The type of FTS used for public health and harm reduction purposes are not
CLIA-waived because they are not FDA approved for the detection of fentanyl
in drugs in the US.

Are there any exposure risks around handling products for testing using FTS?
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e Contact with fentanyl during routine health, public safety, or social service
interactions does not lead to overdose and does not require additional
precautions beyond universal precautions.

e Fentanyl and its analogs are not readily absorbed through skin or clothing.

e Toxicity through inhalation may only result from very prolonged exposure in
enclosed areas.

e Washing hands with soap and water is best practice after any handling of
products.

e See guidance and explanations from the American College of Medical
Toxicology

Are FTS the only tools for checking what is in the drug supply in MA?

e Comprehensive community drug checking services are also available in MA,
and are part of a larger drug checking strategy supported by DPH. Learn more
about DPH supported drug checking efforts http://www.streetcheck.org

o Find programs that offer drug checking services here.

Summary:

e FTS are an engagement and consumer safety strategy supported by DPH.

e FTS obtained from the Clearinghouse are intended to be used to test for the
presence of fentanyl in drugs.

e FTS obtained from the Clearinghouse are not intended to be used for urine
testing.

e FTS should not be used for the purposes of diagnosing patients, making
treatment decisions, and are not appropriate tools for forensic/law
enforcement purposes.

e FTS can be used or interpreted incorrectly. Everyone who uses FTS should be
trained on how to use them, read the DPH-approved instructions thoroughly,
and double-check the results of the strip for clarity.

e Drug checking using FTS does not provide a guarantee of safety and does not
provide evidence of purity or quality. People respond differently to drugs and
drug checking using FTS does not provide personalized information about
how any individual will respond.

e The information provided by the test strip is not an endorsement of a drug or
of how a drug is used. It is instead intended for the public health purpose of
reducing harm.

e Beyond FTS, comprehensive drug checking programs are available and
supported, legal services in MA. Learn more at www.streetcheck.org

Questions / Contact Info
If you have any additional questions on this topic, please contact naloxone@mass.gov
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