
How Can a Few Cents Protect Our Kids?

ALCOHOL IS DANGEROUS  
TO OUR YOUTH

•  Adults aged 21 or older who began using  
alcohol at age 14 or younger were six times 
more likely to develop alcohol dependence  
or abuse than those who began drinking at 
age 21 or older.

•  When young people were under the influence 
of alcohol, 20% of the unintentional injuries 
were to people other than themselves.

•  Findings from the 2013 Massachusetts  
Youth Risk Behavior Survey (MYRBS) and 
Massachusetts Youth Health Survey (MYHS) 
show that 63% of high school students  
had ever consumed alcohol in their lifetime,  
36% drank alcohol and 19% engaged  
in binge drinking in the last 30 days prior  
to the surveys. 

INCREASING THE COST OF  
ALCOHOL HELPS PREVENT  
UNDERAGE DRINKING

•  Increasing the price on alcohol has been found 
to reduce moderate and heavy drinking by  
college students.

•  As scientific evidence has shown, slightly  
higher taxes on alcohol have been found to 
reduce adult binge drinking, as well as drinking 
and driving. 

•  Younger adolescents have been more  
responsive to price increases than older  
adolescents. When the price of beer was  
higher, youth drank alcohol less frequently.

•  Sixty-four percent of adults were found to be 
willing to pay a little more for alcohol if part  
of the revenue would go to programs to  
reduce teen drinking and strengthening the 
enforcement of laws that prohibit alcohol  
sales to underage youth.



WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP  
PROTECT OUR KIDS

•  Talk about the effects of alcohol prices in your  
communities. Support the enforcement of the 
restriction that youth under 21 years of age 
may not purchase alcohol. Share the free youth 
and parent resources that can be found at  
www.mass.gov/maclearinghouse or  
by calling toll-free 1-800-952-6637.  
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