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Why is it important to not sell alcohol to underage youth?

• Underage drinking is 6 times more likely to kill young people than all illegal drugs combined.1

• Car crashes are the leading cause of  death among youth ages 15 to 20. Young drivers who drink 
are involved in fatal crashes at twice the rate of  drivers 21 and older.2 

• If  drinking is delayed until age 21, a youth’s risk of  serious alcohol-related problems is decreased 
by 70 percent.3 

• 1 out of  4 Massachusetts high school students reported binge drinking (having five or more drinks 
of  alcohol in a row within a couple of  hours) in the previous 30 days.4

• Alcohol use is linked with youthful deaths by drowning, suicide, and homicide. It is also associated 
with other drug use, delinquency, weapon carrying, fighting, and perpetrating or being the victim 
of  date rape.5

Why is responsible selling of alcohol important?6

• Attracts the right kind of  customers

• Reduces the risk of  losing your liquor license 

• Improves the reputation of  your establishment within the community 

• Prevents more difficult situations such as arguments, upsetting other customers, damage to property

• Increases the likelihood of  receiving good tips 

• Helps prevent underage drinking, as well as drinking and driving

• Potentially saves someone’s life

How do underage youth get alcohol?7

• Use a fake ID or borrow someone else’s real ID (often an expired ID)

• Get someone else to buy for them (e.g., family, friends, a date, or an adult in the bar)

• Try to look older (e.g., act sophisticated, wear adult clothes, make-up)

• Make non-alcoholic purchases, attempting to get to know or make friends with the server

• Attempt to distract server by flirting

• Go to the outlet during a busy time of  day when servers are more distracted

• Attempt to bribe or convince the server to sell alcohol
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